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1) When the U.S forces left Iraq, how did the government headed by Prime Minister Maliki treat the Sunnis within the region? 
	The United states invaded Iraq for over seven years, this caused the death of nearly 4500 American soldiers in the year 2006. This was aimed at removing Sadaam Hussein. By 2010 Iraq was at civil war. At this point Barack Obama was the president and he reinstated Nouri Al-Maliki as the Prime Minister. This undermined the already deteriorating democracy of the country leading to the undermining of Sunni Minority (Gerges et al 2017).
2) How did the Syrian civil war help grow the size of the then al-Qaeda, later becoming ISIS? Why did they have success recruiting In Syria? 
After this installation of the prime minister, the power sharing deal that helped this as one of the reasons that brought about the civil war. The undermining of the already fragile Sunni minority. This was a population that had contributed to the end of Iraq’s Cycle of violence. Secondly, the withdrawal of US army also contributed, it left this minority weak and the then security forces who were unprepared to handle a government. Leading to the formation of the Isis by the then remaining AQI officers. The presence of security officers trained but with no job opportunities lead to the easy recruitment of the ISIS agents. Trained officers with no work was a very dangerous moment at the time.
3) How did the treatment of the Sunnis by prime Minister Maliki and his government contribute to the rise of ISIS? 
	The anger brought about by how they had been treated, the Sunni had played a huge role in their awakening that had led to the cease of the then violence. They were left vulnerable and weak, leaving them with no other solution but to make crucial survival decisions. This provide the ISIS with an opportunity to claim their Jihadist theories and promote their combat skills.
4) What was the significance of the declaration of a Caliphate by ISIS leader Baghdadi?
	The Caliphate was a long-envisioned dream of the ISIS, they established the role back in the Anbar province (Hadot et al, 2006). This helped them in the seize of almost a third of Iraq territory, achieving the long-dreamed caliphate ISIS they had dreamed of building for so much.
 
5) Describe the significance of Erbil in Iraq and why a threat to Erbil led to U.S action
	Erbil was one of the safest cities in Iraqi Kurdistan despite its small size, it plays a huge role in Iraq’s Significance and a threat to it therefore was not going to be tolerated by any means. The threat to Erbil therefore leads to U.S action.
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